Trusting God's Plan and not Our Own:
What does Scripture say about suffering and our relationship with God in the following verses? 

Genesis 3:17-19 -   To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you;
        through painful toil you will eat food from it    all the days of your life.
18  It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
        and you will eat the plants of the field.
19  By the sweat of your brow
        you will eat your food
until you return to the ground,
        since from it you were taken;
for dust you are
        and to dust you will return.”

1 Peter 1:1-9 -    Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4   and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5   who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6   In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7   These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8   Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9   for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Hebrews 12:5-12  -  Have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, “My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

7   Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8   If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9   Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10   They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11   No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

Romans 8:18-20 -    I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.

Romans 8:37-39 -  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38   For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39   neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 6:25-27 - “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26   Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27   Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 

1 Peter 4:13-13 -    Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13   But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 

John 16:33 – (Jesus said) In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Matthew 5:10-12 - Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12  Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matthew 16:24-26 -   Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25  For whoever would save his life[a] will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26  For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?

Romans 7:15-25 -   For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17  So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18  For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 20  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

21  So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 22  For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23  but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24  Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.


