
 

  

Communion is celebrated today at 8 a.m. As Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that Christ’s 
body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine in The Lord’s Supper. We also believe that, as we receive Christ 
in this meal with penitent and believing hearts, we receive all the treasured blessings (forgiveness of sins and eternal life) that He earned 
for us through His death on the cross and demonstrated in His resurrection. If you have been instructed in this faith and share the con-
fession of this church, we invite you to join us in this Sacrament. If unsure of our confession or in doubt, please delay participation in the 
meal today, until such time as you can speak with our pastor to discuss a time when we might share this meal in fellowship together.  

Before worship prayer: O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 
You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of 
Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 

 
8 a.m. Worship w/Communion 

 
 

Senior Pastor, Rev. Paul Dare  320-203-8465 email: pdare@zionalex.org 
Visitation Pastor, Rev. Don Wilke 320-267-8308 email: dwilke@zionalex.org 

Interim Principal, Scott Kloetzke  612-859-2885 email: skloetzke@zionalex.org 
Church Office 320-763-4842 

Church email zionchurch@zionalex.org 
Address 300 Lake Street, Alexandria, MN 56308  

Website www.zionalex.org 
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OPENING HYMN                           “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                                    685  
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DIVINE SERVICE SETTING 1                                                                                
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal pun-
ishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spir-
it. 

C Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, while we were still in our sins, You chose us, laid 

down Your life for us, and called us friends. By Your great love for us, inspire us to love 
one another and to go out into the world to bear fruit according to Your promise; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
FIRST READING                                                                                                  Acts 10:34–48 
34

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
35

but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

36
As for the 

word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of 
all), 

37
you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after 

the baptism that John proclaimed: 
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 

39
And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the 

Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 
40

but God raised him 
on the third day and made him to appear, 

41
not to all the people but to us who had been 

chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42

And 
he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 
God to be judge of the living and the dead. 

43
To him all the prophets bear witness that eve-

ryone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
44

While Peter was 
still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 

45
And the believers 

from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the 
Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 

46
For they were hearing them speaking in 

tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
47

“Can anyone withhold water for baptizing 
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

48
And he commanded 

them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 
days. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                                             1 John 5:1–8 
1
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 
2
By this we know that we love the chil-

dren of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
3
For this is the love of God, 

that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 
4
For every-

one who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has over-
come the world—our faith. 

5
Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 
6
This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by 

the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, be-
cause the Spirit is the truth. 

7
For there are three that testify: 

8
the Spirit and the water and the 

blood; and these three agree. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
                                                                          
ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                                                                                       

 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL                        
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the fifteenth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.   
                                                                                                                                John 15:9–17 
9
[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 

10
If you keep 

my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s command-
ments and abide in his love. 

11
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be full.
12

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. 

13
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his 

friends. 
14

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15

No longer do I call you serv-
ants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

16
You did not choose me, 

but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit 
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

17
These 

things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                   
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Chris-
tian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

                               
SERMON                              
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                                770  

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERING                          (No offering plates will be passed.  

Please find the offering plate on your way out by the door.) 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

(As each petition ends with the words “Lord, in Your mercy”,  
the congregation shall respond “hear our prayer”) 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT                                                                        
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 

You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.  Gathered in the name and 
the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 
He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His king-
dom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
(After you have received holy communion, you may say the following prayer silently to your-
self: Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body 
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our 
mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen) 
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                                                     “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”                                               474  
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 HYMN                                   “The Sun Was Bright That Easter Dawn” 
 
The sun was bright that Easter dawn; Alleluia! Alleluia! 
But brighter still the risen Son! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
The women hurried to His tomb! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
But only found an empty room! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
The sleeping birds awoke to sing Alleluia! Alleluia! 
In praise of Christ, their risen King! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
And you, good Christian folk, rejoice! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing out to Him with heart and voice: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  
For Christ has conquered death’s long night Alleluia! Alleluia! 
And shines in resurrection light! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
HYMN                                             “Just as I Am, without One Plea”                             570  

 

 

 
 
5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
P Go in peace. 
C Knowing Christ, Sharing Christ. 

 
CLOSING HYMN                 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                      805  

 

 

 

 

Our Zion Family 
Judy McDonough 
Ruth Mattson 
Scott Sternberg 
Dennis Nack 
Tyler Anderson 
LaVon Rapp 
Judy Chlian 
Marge Melin 
Greg Scott 
Ken Olson 
Kay Bieschke 
Amanda Johnson & Twins, 
Jameson & Eleanor 
And all our shut-ins 

 

Our Loved Ones 
Diana Townsend  
(Virginia Aakre’s Mother) 

Paul Veach 
(Debbie Bergers Brother) 

Laura Hagstrom 
(Paul & Beth Johnson’s  
Daughter) 

Michelle Rhen 
(Darold Medenwaldt’s Niece) 

Troy Lueth 
(Lee & Grace Lueth’s Son) 

Cindy Hemsworth 
(Zion’s Custodian) 

Jason Flick 
(Dennis Flick’s Son) 

Tom Macheledt 
(MarVella Playle’s Son-in-law) 

Harlan Schmieg 
(Carloyn Compton’s brother) 

 
Diane Baumann 
(Crystal Schroeder’s Sister-in-law) 

Pastor Roger Krebs 
(Former North Effington Pastor) 

Marlys Melchert 
(Joan Melchert’s daughter-in-law) 

Grant Gault 
Chuck DeHoff 
(Tina Rice’s Father) 

Sandra Schrupp 
(Del Schrupp’s Sister) 
 
 

 
 
Family of Myrna Golnitz on 
her passing.  
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Dear Zion Members,  
 
During our April Lay Ministers meeting we decided to slowly start returning some aspects of worship 
to “normal.” For instance, beginning next week, you will notice that the hymnals will be returned to 
the pews and regular ushers will greet you. Also, departure at the conclusion of church will be “free 
will” as opposed to usher dismissal. The matter of communion practice is being examined monthly 
along with our practice to greet one another and passing the offering plate. For now, those practices 
will remain as is.  
 

Thank you for your understanding and patience in this unprecedented time, 
Your Board of Lay Ministers 

Zion Lutheran Church, Alexandria, MN,  320-763-4842 

NEWS&NOTES 
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

This week our Elders and Acolyte are: 
8 a.m.  

Justin Steidl/Bob Peper & Kendra Kuhnau 
10:30 a.m.  

Neal Zappe/Cody Rieland & Nathan Dare 
 

April 25, 2021 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:  

8 a.m.  149 10:30 a.m. 119 
We continue to have online viewers 
on both Facebook and our Website. 

Exciting News! 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! We are excited to share that at the Call 
Placement Service on Wednesday, April 28, Matthew Lorenz was called to be our 
next Associate Pastor! Matthew and his wife, Shannon, are excited to become a part 
of Zion’s family. 

 

Matthew Lorenz is 28 years of age, is married, and is from 
Macomb, MI. His parents live in McAllen, TX. Matthew is a 
lifelong LCMS Lutheran. His wife is Shannon is also a life-
long LCMS Lutheran. Her parents live in Shelby Township, 
MI. They have been married for four years and have a 
daughter, Evelyn (6 months). Matthew enjoys hiking, pho-
tography, and home improvement. Shannon enjoys pho-
tography and wedding planning. 
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Find the envelopes near the entryway! 
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Check out the May Frontline Youth 
News for all our upcoming events!  
 
Youth Room will be closed this 
Wed, May 5th. We will be open next 
Wed, May 12th for our FINAL youth 

room of the year. All youth families please join us 
at 5:30 for a picnic on the lawn for fellowship and 
games. All will be provided, just come and enjoy!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club will meet May 23rd at 
4:30 p.m. at Dori Kutz's house.  We 
will be reading the book Miss Julia 
Speaks her Mind by Ann B Ross for 
the month of May.  Questions?  call 
Sandi Lerfald 320-760-9180 or 
Bonnie Brooks at 320-762-7829. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Alexandria Circuit Ascension Service will be 
Thursday, May 13, at 7 pm at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Parkers Prairie. The Rev. William 
Moeller will preach. It will be a service with the cele-
bration of our Lord's Supper. There will be a small 
choir and instrumental group. If you would like to 
participate in either, contact Immanuel at 218-338-
2511.  

April showers bring May flowers! 
Mark your calendars for the annual 

Spring Plant Sale!  
 

This year’s sale will be held on:  
Saturday, May 15th  

9 a.m. - 12 p.m.  
 

Stop by, pick your plants, and  
support Zion school students  

attending the Washington, D.C. trip! 
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18 

Flowers placed on the altar in remembrance of Brett 

Tewes and Dan Olson, Father and Grandfather of 

Confirmand Isaac Tewes. 

Mark your calendar! 
We have found a new company to do our picture 
directory at Zion. Photographers will be at Zion Au-
gust 3 - 5 and again September 7-11. More infor-
mation and sign up instructions will be coming late 
May.    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2 
8 a.m.  
Worship 
w/Communion 
9:20 a.m. 
Family  
Fellowship 
9:25 a.m. 
Confirmation 
Questioning 
10:30 a.m. 
Confirmation 
 

3 
6:30 p.m. 
Bible 
Study: 
Christians 
In a Woke 
World 

4 
 

5 
6:30 a.m. 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
5 p.m.  
Choir 
 

6 
9 a.m. 
Quilters 
 

7 
 
 

8 
7 p.m. 
Senior 
High 
Youth 
NIght 

9 
8 a.m.  
Worship 
9:20 a.m. 
Family  
Fellowship 
9:25 a.m. 
Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. 
Worship w/
Communion 
 

10 
6:30 p.m. 
Bible 
Study: 
Christians 
In a Woke 
World 

11 
 

12 
6:30 a.m. 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
3 p.m. - 
5:30 p.m. 
FINAL Open 
Youth Room 
For the School 
Year 
5 p.m.  
Choir 
5:30 p.m. 
Youth Family 
Picnic 

13 
9 a.m. 
Quilters 
5:30 p.m. 
School Board 
Meeting 
 

14 
 
 

15 
9-12 a.m. 
Plant Sale 
7 p.m. 
Jr. High 
Youth 
Event 

May 2021 


