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Visitors:  
Thank you for worshiping with us at Zion Lutheran Church today. If you have not already done 
so take a moment after the service and stop by the Welcome Center located in the main       
entrance lobby and introduce yourself and sign the guest book. 
 
Membership:  
Are you considering becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church? Please stop by the Welcome 
Center and introduce yourself. The staff will help organize the necessary connections and assist 
you with any questions. 

  
 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Paul Dare  320-203-8465 
Visitation Pastor, Rev. Don Wilke 320-267-8308 
Principal, Muriel Stark  612-940-3359 
Church Office 320-763-4842 
Church email zionchurch@zionalex.org 
Address 300 Lake Street, Alexandria, MN 56308  
Website www.zionalex.org 
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OPENING HYMN                        “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”                                        940   
        

DIVINE SERVICE SETTING 4                                                                                            203-204 
             

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                
P The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you.  
P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son to bring us peace and reconciliation. Grant 

that we may forgive others as You have forgiven us by the blood of Jesus; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                 Deuteronomy 30:15–20 
15“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16If you obey the command-
ments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walk-
ing in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his just decrees then 
you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are enter-
ing to take possession of it. 17But if your heart turns away, and you will not hear, but are drawn 
away to worship other gods and serve them, 18I declare to you today, that you shall surely per-
ish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20loving the 
Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of 
days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                1 Corinthians 3:1–9 
1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants 
in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you 
are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among 
you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow 
Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 5What then is Apollos? 
What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, 
Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is an-
ything, but only God who gives the growth. 

8
He who plants and he who waters are one, and 

each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are God’s fellow workers. You are 
God’s field, God’s building. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 



ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                        
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fifth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.  
                                                                                                                          Matthew 5:21–37 
21“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders 
will be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will 
be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your gift at the altar and 
there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift there before 
the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come 
to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser 
hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly, I say 
to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 27“You have heard that it was 
said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman 
with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye caus-
es you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members 
than that your whole body be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it 
off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body go into hell. 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of 
divorce.’ 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual 
immorality, makes her commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits 
adultery. 33“Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear falsely, 
but shall perform to the Lord what you have sworn.’ 34But I say to you, Do not take an oath at 
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not take an oath by your head, for you 
cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more 
than this comes from evil. 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



NICENE CREED                    (As printed on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 
                                     

SERMON 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                         “By Grace I’m Saved”                                                     566 
   
OFFERING                                                                                               
                                              

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         (As each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,”  
                                                     the congregation shall respond “hear our prayer”) 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT                                                                                       208-210  
 

DISTRIBUTION 
    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  809 
    “All Depends on Our Possessing” 732  
    “Your Table I Approach”  628 
 

BENEDICTION 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                              “On What Has Now Been Sown”                                      921 

Communion is celebrated today As Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod Christians, we believe, teach, and confess 
that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine in The Lord’s Supper. We also 
believe that, as we receive Christ in this meal with penitent and believing hearts, we receive all the treasured blessings 
(forgiveness of sins and eternal life) that He earned for us through His death on the cross and demonstrated in His 
resurrection. If you have been instructed in this faith and share the confession of this church, we invite you to join us 
in this Sacrament. If unsure of our confession or in doubt, please delay participation in the meal today, until such time 
as you can speak with our pastor to discuss a time when we might share this meal in fellowship together. (Please sign 
the Communion registry located in the fellowship book if attending.) 


