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First, God willing, we will be calling new 

workers to help us carry out our mission and 

bring our vision into reality. In the Fall, with 

some of our leaders, it was recognized that 

we don't have enough staff to carry out 

our mission. Thus, I, with a group of leaders, 

began a careful study to explore what kind 

of worker we need to add that would fit 

with our staff and cover the areas of our 

ministry that are in need. As approved by 

the Board of Lay Ministry, it was determined 

that an Associate Pastor would best serve 

us. The Associate Pastor would have the 

duties of a “regular pastor” in that he 

would preach, teach, counsel, etc. but his 

focus would be on visitation and to assist in 

the spiritual development of our youth.  
 

As part of this decision, it should be known 

that Pastor Wilke, I will call him, “the awe-

some Pastor Wilke,” would like to be a bit 

more retired. He desires to cut his visitation 

and service assistance hours in half as soon 

as possible. With a giant “thank you” for all 

his work, we decided to grant him a few 

more hours at home and on the lake. We 

are also very thankful for the work he will 

continue to do.  
 

Second, we have begun the process of 

Calling a new School Administrator. In Jan-

uary, with the School Board, I will be inter-

viewing three qualified candidates. In ad-

dition, our Concordia University system has 

been contacted because we are in need 

of a couple of teachers. God willing, we 

will soon be welcoming a number of new 

workers into our church family. With all of 

this happening, you can expect to be re-

ceiving candidate information and a vot-

er's assembly in the late winter to early 

spring. 
 

Calling staff is not all we are doing howev-

er. At the approval of the Mission Council, 

a Financial Planning committee was 

formed this past Fall. The goal of the group 

was to bring to the Mission Council, and 

then to the congregation, possible direc-

tions that articulate how we can best use 

God's resources to carry out our mission. 

Our situation is that, in addition to our previ-

ously mentioned building and staff needs, 

we have a mortgage that has roughly 

$750,000 remaining of which we pay over 

$100,000 annually. However, we also have 

a significant amount of undesignated 

funds in savings. The question is, what is the 
best way to use those funds for the Lord 

and the mission He has given us? Thus, 

again, this is being carefully studied with 

proposals soon to follow. The simple fact is 

that our building has some needs, our staff 

has some needs, and we have been 

blessed with some opportunities to  move 

forward. I would simply call what we are 

doing “faithful stewardship” of God's re-

sources. I encourage you to watch for the 

possible directions. Did I mention that we 

will have a Voter's Assembly sometime in 

the next few months?  
 

Due to Covid, Vision 2020 in some ways has 

become Vision 2021. But God has His tim-

ing. He calls us to trust Him and to be ready 

for the sake of Him and His Kingdom. Which 

brings me to my final point. I want to tell 

you that I remain extremely excited about 
the potential of Zion to grow and dynami-

cally serve the Lord and impact the com-

munity in which He has placed us! I hope 

you are too. While some big decisions ap-

proach, I hope you participate, ask ques-

tions, and look forward with joy in the Lord. 

Sometimes, big decisions at church can be 

mired in conflict. But do you know when 

they aren't? They are joyful when the mis-

sion God has given us to save and raise 

souls to eternity takes priority over our per-

sonal whims and our wisdom because as 

each of us can say (tongue and cheek) 

“my wisdom is the wisest.” May God, in this 

New Year, give us hearts that are joyous to 

be His and share Him at and through the 

church family of Zion to which He has 

called us. Amen.  

Your Pastor Dare  
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Greetings from Mr. K, 

As we begin the new 

year, it is always good 

to review the previous 

year for some wisdom 

and guidance for the 

future. Though the previous few 

months have been challenging for the 

school and church, what did we learn 

about our ministry and ourselves? 

What comes to my mind first, is how 

much we took for granted and missed 

the involvement of church members 

and parents in the school. I started at 

Zion August 1 and have met few 

members and parents because of the 

COVID-19 restrictions. This is extremely 

sad as I am a very social person and 

get my energy from people. However, 

I can feel and saw firsthand the love 

for the school, though your presence 

is not always visible. It is obvious to me 

the prayers of the church are making 

a difference as we have successfully 

stayed open during this historic time. 

Your support for the most successful 

walk-a-thon ever with over $15,000 

raised. Our increased enrollment and 

the $16,000 plus from the giving tree 

this Christmas are all signs of the won-

derful outpouring of support that give 

us encouragement for the coming 

year. 

Also, what I have learned the past few 

months, is how vital and urgent it is to 

offer and support a Christian, Lutheran 

school today. The world is in chaos 

and it appears out of control. It is only 

through our faith by grace in Jesus 

Christ that gives any meaning and 

hope to our world. We know God is in 

control and everything will work out 

according to His will. We need to con-

tinue to pray and seek what He wants 

for Zion and our responsibility to the 

greater community. 

Someone once said, Christians in 

America are not just born with rights, 

but with obligations. Not only is it the 

goal of the faculty, staff, and me to 

be good stewards with money you 

graciously give to the school but to 

train the young people to be thankful 

and purposeful with their lives.  

Thank you so much for all you do. 

Whether it is time, talents, or treasure, 

we are so blessed to have such a sup-

portive congregation. It has been a 

joy and honor to serve you. The facul-

ty and staff look forward to 2021 with 

anticipation and hope. 

Sent to Serve,  

Mr. K 
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We are so blessed to see our youth group 

program growing month by month. When 

we look back on December of 2019 to to-

day, we can do nothing but give thanks for 

all that has happened.  

 

We have been able to do fun events like 

boot hockey, movie nights, GROG, bowl-

ing and Spruce Hill park gatherings. We 

hosted an all circuit dodgeball game with 

other youth groups, a BUNCO potluck 

lunch for our church family, and served 

Lenten meals. Even in the midst of all that 

has been going on lately, we have found 

opportunity after opportunity to continue 

to have a place for our youth to be to-

gether and grow in their relationships with 

each other and Christ.  

 

This summer, we were able to give the 

youth room a much needed refresh, with 

help and donations. We were able to add 

tables, and electrical outlets to the hallway 

to make more space for our youth that 

come to Zion for distance learning. A fresh 

coat of paint, some new chairs, TV and 

coffee bar! The room is full and now utilized 

6 days a week!! 

 

We have been busy making sure our youth 

have a place to go to socialize and be to-

gether. Wednesday’s it is always a 

packed house for our open youth room, 

where all youth in Junior and Senior high 

are welcome to come hang out from 3-

6pm. We have devotions, games and 

food!! We serve supper every Wednesday 

night to 30 plus kids! Beginning at 6 every 

Wednesday we have our Senior High Youth 

Nights. We meet for games, dessert and 

Bible study. We have had topics on peer 

pressure, relationships & dating, sex & 

abortion. In the new year we will be diving 

into “Life Lessons” like how to respond to 

criticism, and how to navigate a job inter-

view! 

 

We have also been very blessed with an 

opportunity to step up in many different 

ways within our own congregation. Baking 

and serving for the pie fest, delivering Son-

shine bags to 60 of our shut-ins, donating 

over 400 boxes of mac-n-cheese to the lo-

cal food shelf, purchasing items for the giv-

ing tree, filling and sharing the Christmas 

goodie bags with those that attended 

church for Christmas Eve services. In the 

new year we will be sending care boxes to 

all of our college youth alumni.  

 

We couldn’t do this without all the support 

of the parents! Our youth families have 

stepped up in such a huge way to let us 

know this is important and needed! So 

thank you for all your support!  

 

We look forward to 2021 and all that it will 

bring!  Heidi Wilken, Zion Youth Director 
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Zion Quilters began meeting again January 7, 2021. They meet from  9 a.m. – 12:30 

p.m. for anyone who is comfortable coming.  We meet in the Fireside Room and wel-

come anyone who would like to join us.  We have been making and donating many 

quilts this year and always include a label on the quilt saying “Jesus Loves You, Zion 

Lutheran Church, Alexandria, MN”  We have received many thank yous, especially 

from Hospice patients and we hope that our quilts are “warming their bodies and 

comforting their souls.” 

This is what we have donated since July 1, 2020: 

• 5 baptismal banners and quilts 

• 29 quilts to Love INC 

• 152 quilts to Hospice 

• 38 quilts to Life Connections (Birthright) 

• 12 quilts to United Way 

• 14 quilts and pillowcases to Eagles Nest 

• 16 quilts to Arizona foster children 

• 9 quilts to Lutheran Island Camp that brought in $1500 

• 1 quilt to Widseth Smith Nolting for their silent auction 

Because of Covid we will not have our annual quilting day in January for World Relief 

quilts, but hope that next year we will be back to all of our activities.  As always, we 

welcome and appreciate donations of fabric, yarn, batting, sheets and blankets.  

Thank you for your continued support of our mission. 

Zion Quilters 
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In Memory of: 

Billie Nack $140 Tuition Assistance 

David Bell $100 School General 

Glenn White  $175 School General 

McKenzie Compton $40 School General 

 $25 Tuition Assistance 

Carol Kuhnau $45 School General 

 $10 God’s Window 

Charles Nibbe $25 School General 

Maynard Roth $20 School General 

 $25 God’s Window 

Orville Thun $100 Senior Youth 

Mary Walsh $25 God’s Window 

Belinda Wink $10 Tuition Assistance 

James Krogstad $20 Tuition Assistance 

Rosie Berger $15 General Fund 

Jane Huemoeller $2340 General Fund 

 $60 School General 

 $40 God’s Window 

JoAnn Boushek $5320 General Fund 

 $180 School General 

 $25 Passion Drama 

 $20 LWML 

Marcella Zastrow-Halverson $25 General  

Jenny Stahl $50 General Fund 

 $10 School General 

 $10 Tuition Assistance 

Vi Carrico $25 General Fund 

Roy Martell $95 General Fund 

 $65 School General 

 $100 Funeral 

 $320 God’s Window 

 $10 Major Repairs 

 $480 Tuition Assistance 

Myron Lerfald $10 General Fund 

Mike Schoeneck $10 

 

In Honor of: 

Vi Carrico’s 89th Birthday  $89 

Earl Kuhnau    $100 

Arlene Lanning’s 91st Birthday   $91 
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Application for Dorothy Schwanke Scholarship 
Zion Lutheran Church 

300 Lake Street 
Alexandria, MN   56308 

320-763-4842 
 
 
 
 
 

Requirements: 
• Active member of Zion Lutheran Church for at least 1 year prior to application. 
• Attendance at an accredited Post High School Education Institute. 
• Training in the areas of teaching, counseling, education administrator, preparation for church work or   

ministry, English, drama, speech, pathology, language development, communications or fine arts. 
 
Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________________________________________ 
               ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone  _____________________________ 
 
Parents  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
School you will be attending  ________________________________Why____________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you been accepted  __________    Course of Study  _________________________ 
 
Other scholarships you have applied for and/or received __________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please write a one – two page biography about yourself.  Include the following information:  your goals, future 
plans, why you chose the school you will be or are attending, interests, hobbies, volunteer activities, extra-
circular activities, why you feel you need or deserve this scholarship and any other information you would like 
to include.  Special memories at Zion Lutheran Church and/or School.   
 
 
 
 

 
Scholarship fund was started by Dorothy Schwanke with the help of Pastor Steven Bruening 

Return by April 15, 2021 for 2021-2022 School year scholarship 
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Men’s Ministry will not be 

meeting in January. They 

will also not be having 

their pancake breakfast in 

February. Watch for updates on future 

meetings in the News & Notes. If you have 

any questions, contact John Johnson or Dan 

Close.  

Evening Guild (LWML) Ladies: 

We have been collecting items for 

the Louisiana hurricane victims. 

Many items are needed, in particu-

lar: Socks, Underwear, Light Jack-

ets, Shoes for Grade school students. 

Marge Melin is taking these items down 

to Louisiana. Thank you for your dona-

tions! They are appreciated! 

 

 

Zion Evening Guild is not meeting in January. Please keep watch in the News & Notes 

for information about upcoming meetings. Members are encouraged to continue with 

personal Bible study, collecting of mites, prayers, and helping others. Serve the Lord with 

gladness!  

Dates to make note of:  

January 24th-30th:  

National Lutheran Schools Week 

February 17th:  

Ash Wednesday 

February 24th, March 3, 10, 17, 24, 

31:  

Lent Services 

 

Due to covid-19 restrictions, many 

events, meetings, and other 

church functions are not sched-

uled until closer to the date and 

sometimes aren’t happening at 

all. It is important to watch the 

News and Notes for updated in-

formation. 
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