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Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

Life Sunday 
8 A.M. Worship w/Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visitors:  
Thank you for worshiping with us at Zion Lutheran Church today. If you have not already done so 
take a moment after the service and stop by the Welcome Center located in the main entrance lobby 
and introduce yourself and sign the guest book. 
 
Membership:  
Are you considering becoming a member of Zion Lutheran Church? Please stop by the Welcome 
Center and introduce yourself. The staff will help organize the necessary connections and assist you 
with any questions. 
  
 
 
 
Senior Pastor, Rev. Paul Dare  320-203-8465 
Visitation Pastor, Rev. Don Wilke 320-267-8308 
Principal, Muriel Stark  612-940-3359 
Church Office 320-763-4842 
Church email zionchurch@zionalex.org 
Address 300 Lake Street, Alexandria, MN 56308  
Website www.zionalex.org 
 
Zion Lutheran Church ~ Alexandria, MN 
The Lutheran Church ~ Missouri Synod 
All songs as printed covered under CCLI license #811690 
Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. 
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PRELUDE                                                                                                                     Handbells 
 

OPENING HYMN                           “Arise and Shine in Splendor”                                        396  

 

 

 

 
 

5 Your heart will leap for gladness 
When from the realms of sadness 
    They come from near and far. 
Your eyes will wake from slumber 
As people without number 
    Rejoice to see the Morning Star. 

 

Communion is celebrated today As Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod Christians, we believe, teach, and 
confess that Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine in The Lord’s Sup-
per. We also believe that, as we receive Christ in this meal with penitent and believing hearts, we receive all the 
treasured blessings (forgiveness of sins and eternal life) that He earned for us through His death on the cross 
and demonstrated in His resurrection. If you have been instructed in this faith and share the confession of this 
church, we invite you to join us in this Sacrament. If unsure of our confession or in doubt, please delay partici-
pation in the meal today, until such time as you can speak with our pastor to discuss a time when we might 
share this meal in fellowship together. (Please sign the Communion registry located in the fellowship book if 
attending.) 
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DIVINE SERVICE SETTING 4                                                                                          
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                               
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and re-

ceive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting 
life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spir-
it. 

C Amen. 
 

KYRIE                                                                                            

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                
P The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you.  
P Let us pray. Lord Jesus, Lamb of God and divine Servant, You have a gracious plan for our 

lives. By the working of the Holy Spirit, direct us in paths of service to You and to others 
for You. Keep us in true faith and in the fellowship of Your redeemed people, that we re-
joice in bringing glory to Your name until we are gathered into Your eternal kingdom, 
where You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT                                                                                                 Isaiah 49:1–7 
1
Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The Lord called me 

from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 
2
He made my mouth like 

a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow; in his 
quiver he hid me away. 

3
And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glo-

rified.” 
4
But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

yet surely my right is with the Lord, and my recompense with my God.” 
5
And now the Lord 

says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and 
that Israel might be gathered to him— for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord, and my God 
has become my strength— 

6
he says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to 

raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a 
light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

7
Thus says the 

Lord, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the na-
tion, the servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate them-
selves; because of the Lord, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE                                                                                                1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
1
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 

2
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 

together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours: 

3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in 

Christ Jesus, 
5
that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 

6
even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 

7
so that you are not lacking 

in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
8
who will sustain 

you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9
God is faithful, by whom you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                        
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.  
                                                                                                                              John 1:29–42a 
29

The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 

30
This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 

before me, because he was before me.’ 
31

I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I 
came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

32
And John bore witness: “I 

saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
33

I myself did not 
know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the 
Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 

34
And I have seen and 

have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 
35

The next day again John was standing with 
two of his disciples, 

36
and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of 

God!” 
37

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 
38

Jesus turned and saw 
them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, 
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 

39
He said to them, “Come and you 

will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it 
was about the tenth hour. 

40
One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was An-

drew, Simon Peter’s brother. 
41

He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have 
found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 

42
He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and 

said, “So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). 
 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED  
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of 

all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with 
the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salva-
tion came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the vir-
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gin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pi-
late. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resur-
rection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN                            “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”                                583 

 

 

 

 
                                  
SERMON                                                 “Did God Really Say?”                                   John 6:68 
 

OFFERING                                                                                                   
                                              

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH         (As each petition ends with “let, us pray to the Lord,”  
                                                     the congregation shall respond “Lord, have mercy”) 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT                                                                                  
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PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all 
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. There-
fore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of  Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION         “God Loves Me Dearly”                                392 
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         “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”                                395 
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5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 
    Our voices gladly blending! 
For Christ goes with us all the way— 
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 
    His love is never ending! 
        Sing out! Ring out! 
    Jubilation! 
    Exultation! 
        Tell the story! 
Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 
6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 
    The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
    Beyond all tears and sinning! 
        Amen! Amen! 
    Come, Lord Jesus! 
    Crown of gladness! 
        We are yearning 
For the day of Your returning! 
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     “Jesus Comes Today with Healing”                        620 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 
    Bidden by His gracious call. 
Wedding garments He provides me, 
With a robe of white He hides me, 
    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 
6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 
    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 
God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 
Cleanses me from sin and error, 
    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 
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BENEDICTION 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                        “As with Gladness Men of Old”                                       397 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


