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Communion is celebrated today at 10:30 a.m. As Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that 
Christ’s body and blood are truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine in The Lord’s Supper. We also believe that, as we re-
ceive Christ in this meal with penitent and believing hearts, we receive all the treasured blessings (forgiveness of sins and eternal life) that 
He earned for us through His death on the cross and demonstrated in His resurrection. If you have been instructed in this faith and 
share the confession of this church, we invite you to join us in this Sacrament. If unsure of our confession or in doubt, please delay partic-
ipation in the meal today, until such time as you can speak with our pastor to discuss a time when we might share this meal in fellowship 
together.  

Before worship prayer: O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship 
You in spirit and in truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of 
Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and 
grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 
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OPENING WORDS  
P On Reformation Day, we do not celebrate Martin Luther. Instead, we celebrate with story, 

the Word, and song. Martin Luther's rediscovery of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
three foundations of the Reformation on which our church stands and by which we have 
peace with God and life: Word alone, Grace Alone, and Faith Alone. We begin with one of 
the great hymns of the church that expresses those Reformation truths, “Thy Strong 
Word.” 

 
OPENING HYMN                    “Thy Strong Word”                                                578  
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 
    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
    May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, 
    Alleluias without end! 

 

6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 

 
BAPTISM (8 A.M.)                                                 Archer John Girard & Cecilia Jean Girard 
 
HYMN (8 A.M.)                        “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                           922 1&4 
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THE STORY OF THE REFORMATION IN LUTHER  
P Martin Luther was ordained a Roman Catholic priest in 1507. A year later he accepted a 

call to teach at the University of Wittenberg. In 1512 Luther received his Doctor of Divinity 
degree, after which he accepted a permanent faculty position. Holding this position,     Lu-
ther began his personal reformation. The more Luther studied the Bible the more    trou-
bled he became. The theology of the Church was in conflict with the message of the Bible. 
Luther couldn’t justify his church’s teaching, that salvation depended on the keeping of 
the law, when he read the Bible. Two sections of Scripture that opened up a clear      un-
derstanding of salvation for Luther were Romans 1:16-17 and Romans 3:19-28. The im-
pact that these Scripture passages had on Luther is best shown by Luther’s own       com-
ments on them: 

 

 I greatly longed to understand Paul’s Epistle to the Romans and nothing stood in the way, 
but that one expression, ‘the justice of God,’ because I took it to mean that justice whereby 
God is just and deals justly in punishing the unjust (sinners like me). My situation was that, 
although an impeccable monk, I stood before God as a sinner troubled in conscience, and I 
had no confidence that my merit would gain His favor. Therefore I did not love a just and 
angry God, but rather, I hated him.  

 

 Martin Luther's hymn: "Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice" is said to be his spiritual  
autobiography. It tells of his early struggle to please God, whom young Martin saw  simp-
ly as an angry judge.  Let us now sing this hymn of Luther's turmoil when he was without 
the Gospel. 

 
 
 

HYMN      “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”                               556 vs. 2-3 
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P Even as Luther despaired, he wrote: Yet I clung to the dear Paul and had a great yearning 
to know what he meant. Night and day I pondered until I saw the connection between the 
justice of God and the statement that ‘the just shall live by his faith.’ Then I grasped that 
the justice of God is that righteousness by which through grace and sheer mercy God justi-
fies us through faith. Thereupon I felt myself to be reborn and to have gone through open 
doors into paradise. The whole of Scripture took on a new meaning, and whereas before 
the ‘justice of God’ had filled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressibly sweet in 
greater love. This passage of Paul became to me a gate to heaven…. 

 

Let us now read one of the sections of Scripture that changed Luther and brought him 
joy and peace. 

 

EPISTLE                                      Romans 3:19-28  (We are justified by faith apart from works.) 
P  But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the 

Law and the Prophets testify.  
C This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.  
P There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
C  and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ    

Jesus.  
P  God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.  
C He did this to demonstrate his justice,  
P because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished―  
C he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time,  
P so as to be just  
C and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.  
P Where, then, is boasting? 
C It is excluded.  
P On what principle? On that of observing the law?  
C No, but on that of faith. For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from 

observing the law.   
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
P Today, as we ponder Luther's spiritual journey--- his discovery of the love and righteous-

ness of God in Christ Jesus that covered all his sin - we see that it is our spiritual autobi-
ography as well. For we have been enlightened by the Holy Spirit of God, knowing the 
saving grace of Christ and his righteousness that covers all our sin and is by faith.  Let us 
sing some of the verses of Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice that reveal the joy of Lu-
ther's heart after he discovered the Gospel of Jesus Christ in Scripture. 
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HYMN          “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice”                    556 4-5, 7-8 

 

 

 

 
 
THE REFORMATION  
P  What is known as “The Reformation” began on October 31, 1517 when Martin Luther, 

posted 95 statements or “theses” for debate on the door of the church in Wittenberg, 
Germany.  These statements were against the selling of indulgences, a piece of paper that 
individuals could purchase to supposedly let their loved ones out of purgatory.  These 95 
theses quickly spread throughout Europe. While Luther simply wanted to change the 
church from within, his words resulted in him being put on trial in 1521. He was ordered 
to recant, that is take back his teachings, under the possible penalty of his life. What 
would Luther do?  Let us pray as he did. 
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HYMN:           “Lord Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word”                               655 vs 1-2 

 

 

 
 
P 1521 Worms, Germany: After a night of wrestling with God in prayer, Martin Luther found 

comfort in God, his “refuge and strength.” Taking his stand for the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
based on God’s Word alone, he refused to recant his teaching while standing in front of 
the emperor and church officials. Though his life would be in grave danger, he declared,  

C  “My conscience is captive to the Word of God. Here I stand! I can do no other. God 
help me. Amen.” 

P Because of his courageous confession, Luther was taken by a local noble and hidden at 
Wartburg Castle in Germany for his own protection. While there, Martin Luther undertook 
the noble task of translating the Bible into the German language. He did this so people of 
his native country could read the Bible in their own language and see for themselves what 
God’s Word stated concerning His law, but most importantly, the Gospel, the Good News 
of salvation God has freely provided for us through faith in His Son. Luther then worked 
diligently to instruct people, young and old, in this Word, writing what is known today as 
“Luther’s Small Catechism,” a simple summary of the Bible’s teachings. 

 

P Let us pray. Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our 
learning,  

C grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;  

P  through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                       John 8:31–36 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the eighth chapter. 
C  Glory to You, O Lord.   
                                                                                                                                                                                     
31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, 

32
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

33
They answered 

him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that 
you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

34
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone 

who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35

The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 
remains forever. 

36
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  

 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ.        
 

SERMON           
 

ARTICLE IV OF THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION               (justification by grace through faith) 
P There is a historic saying in the Lutheran church that the Church stands or falls on the arti-

cle of “justification.” To justify means “to declare righteous.” God’s sure and certain decla-
ration that we are righteous in His eyes is possible only because of Jesus Christ, the One 
who lived, suffered, and died for our salvation. He is the solid rock on which God builds 
His church. Through faith in Him, and Him alone, we stand forgiven and righteous. We 
now confess the Article of The Faith which cemented the Reformation and on which the 
Church stands or falls as stated by our Lutheran forefathers in the Augsburg Confession 
(1530). 

C Our churches teach that people cannot be justified before God by their own 
strength, merits, or works. People are freely justified for Christ’s sake, through faith, 
when they believe that they are received into favor and that their sins are forgiven 
for Christ’s sake. By His death, Christ made satisfaction for our sins. God counts this 
faith for righteousness in His sight (Romans 3:21-25; 4:5). Amen.  

        
OFFERING  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (As each petition ends with the words “Lord, in Your mercy”,  
                               the congregation shall respond “hear our prayer”) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER              
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
(8 a.m. service continue on page 11, 10:30 a.m. continue here.) 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had 

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T 
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
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DISTRIBUTION 
(After you have received holy communion, you may say the following prayer silently to your-
self: Almighty and everlasting God, we thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving body 
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with our 
mouths received the holy Sacrament, we may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen) 
                                                 “The Church’s One Foundation”                                           644  
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                                                   “By Grace I’m Saved”                                             
566  

 

 

 

 
 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 
6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 
My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 
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BENEDICTION 
P The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the  T Son, and the Holy Spirit, strengthen and 

preserve you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Martin Luther wrote many hymns. He once said, “Music is a gift and grace of God, not an in-
vention of men. Thus it drives out the devil and makes people cheerful.” He also said, “I wish 
to compose sacred hymns so that the Word of God may dwell among the people also by 
means of songs.” The early Lutheran Church was also known as “the singing church.” Let us 
now sing one of the most recognizable hymns written by Martin Luther, “A Mighty Fortress”. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                                           657 
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Our Zion Family 
Cathie Glaeseman 
Debbie Berger 
Jack DeLong 
Carol DeLong 
Scott Sternberg 
Trevor Ludwig 
Judy McDonough 
Vic Kuhnau 
Arvid Bartels 
JaNaye Ebert 
Robin Schoeneck 
Trig Norris 
Pastor Bob Brueske 
Karen Kuhnau 
Lois Zappe 
And all our shut-ins 

Our Loved Ones 
Diana Townsend  
(Virginia Aakre’s Mother) 

Paul Veach 
(Debbie Bergers Brother) 

Laura Hagstrom 
(Paul & Beth Johnson’s Daughter) 

Jim 
(Emily Baldry’s Father) 

Michelle Rhen 
(Darold Medenwaldt’s Niece) 

Troy Lueth 
(Lee & Grace Lueth’s Son) 

Cindy Hemsworth 
(Zion’s Custodian) 

Leta Jo Brey 
(Norm & Ruby Prochnow’s Daughter) 

Zion Lutheran Church, Alexandria, MN,  320-763-4842 

NEWS&NOTES 
Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Roses on the Altar 

are in memory of 

John Melin. 

This weeks BOLM helpers are: 
8 a.m.  

Justin Steidl & Jerry Peper 
10:30 a.m.  

Cody Rieland & Dan Close 

October 18, 2020 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:  

8 a.m. 123   10:30 a.m. 82 
We continue to have online viewers 
on both Facebook and our Website. 

Don’t forget to set your clocks 
back when you head to bed on 
Saturday night, October 31, or 
you will be VERY early for church 
the next day! Time to fall back! 
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What has been happening? 

The November newsletter 
with activities is in the works! 
We will post it next week 
Wednesday so make sure to 
check the youth room board!  

OPERATION CHRIST-
MAS CHILD  is a mis-
sion project that gives 
you the opportunity to 
share the Gospel with a 
child somewhere in the 
world. You are the be-
ginning of the effort 
when you pack a shoe-

box with gifts for a child. Bring your shoebox 
containing fun toys, school supplies, and hy-
giene items to our church office. Please put a 
rubber band around the box. When your gifts 
arrive at their far away destination, trained out-
reach workers will distribute them at an orga-
nized event. Children will, also, receive the Gos-
pel booklet “The Greatest Gift” in their own lan-
guage. Leaders read and discuss the booklet 
with the children and invite them to participate 
in a 12 lesson follow-up course, “The Greatest 
Journey”. In class they learn more about Jesus 
and how they can share Him with others. At 
their graduation, children are given a New Tes-
tament that includes selected Old Testament 
stories.  
 

If you are led to help bring children to Jesus, 
take a shoebox and the brochure about how to 
pack a box from the Narthex area. Please con-
sider using the brochure envelope to mail $9 
for shipping and other expenses. Have your 
shoeboxes to Zion by NOVEMBER 18. Enjoy 
shopping and thank you! 

Earl Kuhnau has been keeping all 
of us filled with coffee and goodies 
between services for the past sever-
al months now. A big THANK YOU 
goes out to him! Now he could use a 
little help, and we are wondering if 
you could be that person? 
 
If you have a Sunday or two that 
you would be able to help in No-
vember and December, would you 
let us know? Duties are making cof-
fee, putting cookies on a plate, clean-
ing up following serving downstairs 
in the cafeteria on Sunday morn-
ings.  Please talk to Earl Kuhnau or 
Bonnie in the office if you can and 
are able to help! Thank you! 

COMING SOON! 

We have some  exciting 

things happening at  

Zion in November!  

One of them is this   

special 30 day            

devotional that will be 

available starting, next 

Sunday, November 1st! 

This devotional is      

different then others 

because it is written by Zion family for our 

Zion family.  

We hope that this devotional will  fill your 

hearts daily with the Word of God through 

short , 5 –10 minute devotions with your   

family.  

Baptized today at the 8 a.m. service 

are:  Archer John Girard & Cecilia 

Jean Girard the children of Justin &  

Kathryn Girard.  Sponsors for both 

children are Brandon & Kirstin 

Girard, Matthew & Kaleena Carlson, 

Tony & Ashley Kuhnau. 

Baptized on October 4th was 

Caden Jerome Fiebelkorn. He is 

the son of Benjamin & Marga-

ret Fiebelkorn. Sponsors are 

Robert & Michaela Rapp.  
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Love INC works to dig deeper into root issues in a person’s 
situation with a goal of leading to long-term changes        
instead of quick band-aid fixes.   Love INC requires account-
ability with a goal of helping individuals and families see the 
value God puts on their lives and that He has a plan and   
purpose for their future.  Love INC strives to bring Christian 
congregations, and therefore the body of Christ together in 
an effort to build each other up as Christ has called us to 
do.  Our local affiliate of Love INC serves to develop           
relationships with those in Douglas County who may be   

having struggles in their lives.  Love INC’s goal is to give people a hand up, not a hand out. 
  
Over the next few weeks, we will be sharing more about this ministry with you, but how can 
you help now? 
 

• Please Pray for the ministry 
• Volunteer 

Zion Lutheran Church and School are being 

stewardship leaders in the community. This 

week we worked with Pope/Douglas Recy-

cling to additional receptacles to our build-

ing.  

#putwasteinitsplace #popedouglasrecycle  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/putwasteinitsplace?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWS4XxmcWb2MoTuB1cD4dvO0wINj_--wkfPcQv67jifILW1pLIZRpTwOgDYR_eSv1xHg6jO_TlLQ0nT2UnvzVwKdi671kVPmiWklqgZ0wAAS26CmGXxiouhj60u5BC2EadTV4pH8HGlmrDDu1NTboZMi0gdfTIEYRao0t1ln848Gkv9JOVSGO
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/popedouglasrecycle?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWS4XxmcWb2MoTuB1cD4dvO0wINj_--wkfPcQv67jifILW1pLIZRpTwOgDYR_eSv1xHg6jO_TlLQ0nT2UnvzVwKdi671kVPmiWklqgZ0wAAS26CmGXxiouhj60u5BC2EadTV4pH8HGlmrDDu1NTboZMi0gdfTIEYRao0t1ln848Gkv9JOVSGO
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 
Reformation 

Sunday 
8 a.m.  
Worship 
9:20 a.m. 
Sunday School 
9:25 a.m. 
Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. 
Worship 
w/Communion 
4 p.m. 
Book Club-
Sandi Lerfald 

26 
5 p.m. 
Mission 
Council 

27 
 

28 
6:30 a.m. 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
3 p.m. - 
5:30 p.m. 
Junior High 
Youth 
6 p.m. 
Confirmation 
6 p.m. –  
8 p.m. 
Senior High 
Youth 

29 
7 a.m. 
Men’s 
Bible Study 
9 a.m. 
Quilting 
 

30 
 

31 
 

1 Daylight Savings 
8 a.m.  
Worship 
w/Communion 
9:20 a.m. 
Sunday School 
9:25 a.m. 
Bible Study 
10:30 a.m. 
Worship 
 

Love & 
Thanksgiving 

Kickoff! 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
6:30 a.m. 
Women’s  
Bible Study 
3 p.m. - 
5:30 p.m. 
Junior High 
Youth 
6 p.m. 
Confirmation 
6 p.m. –  
8 p.m. 
Senior High 
Youth 

5 
7 a.m. 
Men’s 
Bible Study 
9 a.m. 
Quilting 
 

6 
 

7 
Private 

Wedding 

October/November 2020 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness, gifts, 

prayers, and support during Pastor Apprecia-

tion month. It is a privilege to serve God as 

your pastors here at Zion.  

Pastor Dare & Pastor Wilke 


